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A SURE BEST SELLER 
May 3 
Yerby, Frank Dial Press 
PRIDE'S CASTLE $3.00 





With three best selling historical romances behind it, Pride’s Castle's success 
is a foregone conclusion. And that despite the fact that Yerby has deserted the broad 
sweep and colorful panoramic values of his style of historical novel for a period romance 
in which the background is of slight value - and the emphasis is on the tempo of the rob- | 
ber barons of American finance and business. Not as glamorous a tale, but in the charac- 
ter of Pride Dawson, Yerby has drawn a convincing portrait of a mean to whom the goal of 
financial success and power is virtually all. To it he sacrifices the one woman he truly 
loves, marries millions in the form of a beautiful girl who worships him, and closes his 
eyes to the peril of humans in his mines and workshops, the security of the little man, | 
and the fate of the masses. His punishment is slow to come=- but at the end he loses all, 
even the daughter who seemed the one perfect thing in life. A lusty story, but not so 
bawdy as its predecessors. Colliers serial. 


A DARK HORSE R 
May 6 
Colby, Merle Viking ) 
THE BIG SECRET $3.00 


To those who recali Colby's two early frontier novels, Ali Ye People and New 
“oud with the keen delight attendant on a sense of discovery of a fresh talent, this book 
will come as a surprise - it is so wholly different in mood, tempo, style. (I'd wager 
I'll not remember it vividly - as I do the others - fifteen years hence!) As June se- 
lection of the Literary Guild it is off to a good start - and the follow through will de- | 
pend on the live interest in books debunking Washington bureaucracy. In that category } 
this ranks high, though it suffers from the attendant inadequacies of stock figures, car=— ~ 
icature, cversize- or undersize - drawing,and plot contrived to fit the pattern of the 
runaround given any earnest seeker of a fair deal from government.... It is a more orig- 
inal book than Dos Passos’ /he Grand Design and seems more in the stream of current his- 
tory, dealing as it does with a young Maine scientist running head-m into the big business | 
interests determined to hamstring atomic research. Daniel finds himself in a lion's den f 
of his own contriving, but manages in his very innocense and singleness of purpose to 
gentle the lions and win freedom for scientific research. In the process he makes friends 
and enemies, he escapes the meshes of the sultry daughter of a Cabinet minister, and he 
wins the support of Nancy, a statistician with the government, in his fight- and her agree- 
ment to substitute the remoteness of Maine for her beloved Washington. The characters 
stand out as symbols rather than full rounded personalities. But there's a good measure 
of humor, satire and perception in the drawing - and the hallmark of authenticity, based 
on Colby's years as a government official. | 

Two Good Names- and Some Good Bets 


Sherla Kaye-Smith in THE HAPPY TREE (Harper) has written her best novel in sone years; 
Philip Wylie, with OPUS 21 (Rinehart) will appeai to his considerable following. Those | 
demanding- stili- a weighty tome in historical fiction will find the answer in the rather 
unusual THE LAST MIRACLE, by Karl Vollmoeller (Duell, Sloan & Pearce). And we liked 
Harriette Arnow’s HUNTER'S HORN (Macmiiian) and Ethel Rosenberg’s GO FIGHT CITY HALL 


(Simon & Schuster). Reports in pages foliowing. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


April 6 


Chamberlain, George Agnew Barnes 
OVERCOAT MEETING $2.50 


A fairly glib story of a girl, a boy and a horse which is distinctive in its 
lore of trotting races and the background of southern New Jersey and its country life. 
Jeddo and Mit’s families are at odds over a past race, and Mit and Jeddo's friendship has 
its ups and downs during the feud until Jeddo is possessed by the idea of entering the 
racing game for big money. His partnership with Mit, his education at the tracks, all 
lead to the big win at the Overcoat Meeting where he plots a clever race for their horse. 


A timepasser for the fans of the sport. 


April 9 ‘ 


_ 


A. “a Mids " 
Radin, Max CU Lutug (he Og Ly aig oF meet Sapelaae. 
/ e 


A dignified, philosophical - as against the lively, scandalous Graves’ school ~ 
recreation, via diary form, of the life, times and thoughts of Atticus, follower of Epi- 
curus and frisnd of Cicero. Atticus writes of Rome as he knows it, of the men = the 
Caesars, Marc Antony, Pompey, Maecenas, and others - of his family life, the views he 
holds as an Epicurean, of the disease that is killing him and his attitude toward it... 
By a legal light, this is of more interest to scholars than the general public, but has 
an intimate feeling for its central character and his era. 


April 18 


Hornsby, Henry William Sloane 
LONESOME VALLEY $3.50 


Ten years brought Johnny Baker full circle, back to another fresh start in the 
hollow in the Kentucky hills from which he had run away to Richmond and school and college, 
only to find the pull back to the hills too much for him. This is Johnny's story - not so 
much the story of what happens, for most of that is given in flashbacks as he thinks over 
his feelings about what happened. But the story of his lonesomeness, his sense of being 
misunderstood and unwanted, of his need for happiness. The Marcums were more his *folks* 
than his own uncle and aunt with whom he lived, and it was Crit he told when he decided 
to run away from home. A brief interlude of happiness- as he went to the sountry school 
and knew Hazel, the teacher's sister, and loved her as a teen age boy could love. And 
then the city, education hardly won, teaching him little of life, the disillusion of his 
affair with Edna, the turndown of the job offered at his graduation, and his return to 
the hollow- and eventually to Hazel. There's slow motion in the telling of the story - 
there's the feel of the people and the countryside - and the style somehow has the flavor 
of the vernacular without the form. Not an important book, except in introducing a new 
writer who reaches a measure of distinction. 


May 2 & 


Forbes~-Robertson, Diana Random House 
A CAT AND A KING $2.75 


A blithe, smoothly tailored English story, along the Cinderella line. Gill, 
through a fight with her fiance, meets Jon, son of popular actor-manager, luke Gregory. 
Luke takes Gill into his home, into his theater, in charge of costumes for his new play. 
With stars in her eyes, she finds no fault with Luke, refuses to recognize any hints as 
to his failings - lack of loyalty, unfaithful lover, character-killing hypocrisy, ets., 
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etc. - and is breathless over her luck when he makes expert love to her. She preens her- 
self over the part she plays in his life, when she becomes his mistress; she is caught by 
the hatred hard drinking Jon and his wife have for her; and she at last has her eyes open- 

@ ed when Luke drops her to make way for an imported actress. Through her ex-fiance's 
taunts, and the death and funeral of Luke's son, she smaps into a sadder = but far more 

intelligent - young woman. Deft to bright handling for the popular, feminine field. 

































Magy 5 


St. Johns, Adela Rogers Doubleday 
NEVER AGAIN and Other Stories $3.00 


For 25 years Mrs. St. Johns has been writing for the “slicks” - for newspapers, 
and so on. She's done picture scenarios, non-fiction pieces, novels. This volume is a 
result of careful sifting for her best short stories, eighteen of them, including selec- 
tions from her “Capital Close-ups* series and her Hollywood series. Hach story is intro- 
duced with story-behind-the-story material, which gives the collection value for its back- 
ground material, as much of her writing had news value in its source. A gift for smooth 
plot pattern, a sense of people and the love, beauty, ugliness of life, of human dignity 
and human weakness, distinguish many of the stories and pieces in this collection. Not 
an important collection from the literary standard, perhaps, but a useful object lesson 
for aspiring writers who would see how it can be done. 


May~-6 


Hill, Roberta Putnam 
THE DESPERATE WALL $3700. 
The not very palatable life of the Bittner family in a mid-Western town. Vince 
@ returns after an eight year escape to find his brothers and sisters still dominated by 
their father and Aunt Harriet, but most of all by cunningly sly Aunt Carrie, who still 
considers herself head of the family. He finds his love in Rhoda, desperate wife of his 
drunken, woman-chasing brother Frank, gives her the strength to decide to leave her hus- 
band: he tries to help his young brother Shelley, his sister Jo, but Carrie is too strong, 
and through her vicious gossip, grim misdirection of affairs, creates the tragedies that 
m.ke an end to dreams. For she wrecks the possibility of Connie's marrying a Catholic, 
ruins Jo's chance to marry Fritz, blocks Celia’s and Shelley's normal girl and boyhood, 
drives Frank back to Rhoda - and tears the family apart. A picture of religious bigotry, 
unrelenting possessiveness and hypocritical innocence produces some dramatic, if son- 
trived effects. 


May 11 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila Har per 
THE HAPPY TREE $3.00 — 


Sheila Kaye-Smith is at her best in portraying the country and village folk of | 
her favorite Kent and Sussex region. For this reason this book has more of the magic of 
her earlier work than anything she has done for some time. It is a story of inner con- | 
flict, as Kemp Silverden, farmer, finds the gentler nature inherited from his mother at 
war with the down-to-earth realism of his father. His first marriage, outgrowth of that 
sensitive spirit, ended after a year of unhappiness, with his wife's death. And almost 
he comes a-cropper a second time, as his emotional involvement with a neighbor's wife is 
given free rein by a succession of chance happenings. But Alice Candelin was wiser than 

© she was kind; she was not above a few lies to save face with her husband- and Kemp, shock- 
ed to his honest heart, realizes that their love is tarnished, and perhaps is was not love 
after all. The villege pub owner's daughter is there- one of his kind- and how had he 
failed to realize she loved him for himself...The romance is staidly old-fashioned, but 

the feel of the English countryside is here again. 
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May 18 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Vollmoeller, Karl 
THE LAST MIRACLE $4.00 
Picaresque adventure pattern for a strange, symbolic story of good and evil at 
war in the person of the heroine, a beautiful young novice who disappears from the convent 
on the eve of taking her vows, and who wanders, in triumph, in suffering, in bewilderment 
through a world torn asunder by wars and revolutions. The period is the late 18th, early 
19th century Superstition, faith, credulity, mysticism - all form part of the acceptance 
of “the last miracle" - for in the place of the erring sister, the figure of the Virgin 
mace flesh labors in silence, until Megildis, fleeing the bitter penalty of her escape, 
seeks sanctuary at her shrine. The years between, Megildis’' acceptance of the worship 
of men, her seemingly deliberate choice of evil if it could bring her worldly success in 
music which is her chosen path, the earthly experience which is hers, and the men, par- 
ticularly the noble Adrian, the wily Marcel- her evil genius, build a full canvas for an 
intricately patterned story. Much of the action takes place in Paris of the Terror; the 
other settings and happenings are confused, shadowy. The story is overlong, and it de- 
mands full acceptance on the part of the reader - and intense concentration as the many- 


colored threads are woven in intricate pattern. 
May 19 


Holland, Claudia Rinehart 
CENTER AISLE $2.75 


Southport, and the first families of Virginia, in a present-day portrait which 
sometimes loses track of its story but never forgets to point up the pride of bloodlines, 
the centuries of graceful living and social snobbery which make up a small town such as 
this, The decision, prompted by spite, of Celia Lathrop, highhanded and headstrong, to 
marry Tom Warren, is the pivotal point here- as are the Llathrops who for years had held 
the preeminent position in Southport. Doubtful now, that he has won her, that he still 
wants her, Tom turns towards Cherry Keane, the girl in the flower shop, and it is Cherry 
who is later revealed to be a lathrop=- reviving a scandal and a tragedy long ago... The 
prevalence, and the falseness, of such standards, in a rendition which will do for rent. 


Wylie, Philip Rinehart 
OPUS 21 $2.75 


Philip Wylie, all worked up again, and the reader up to a point, as he enter- 
tains the probability of an inoperable throat cancer. Over a long, hot weekend (between 
the biopsy and the verdict) Wylie gets himself mixed up with (a) Yvonne, who runs away 
from her husband when she learns of his homosexual involvement; (b) his nephew, Paul, in 
love with Marcia, once a whore; (c) Gwen, also a high-class houri. He intervenes rather 
successfully as by combining Yvonne and Gwen, he reveals the unfulfilled inclinations in 
Yvonne which enable her to return to her husband- having done likewise; and by proving 
that Marcie is not the girl for Paul. And Phil himself is given a medical free and clear 
by Mondey morning... In all this, Doc Wylie is again at his most vehement and voluble on 
God, death, psychiatry, and sex- buttressed by the Kinsey report. Lots of combustibles 
here, for what is by now an avid audience. 


May 20 


Maier, William Messner 
PLEASURE ISLAND $3.00 | 


What happens when 1200 marines, and 500 Seabees, land on a Pacific island para- 
dise inhabited only by an old world gentleman and his three young daughters. Roger Halyard, 
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who brushes up on his knowledge of the Americans with a re-reading of Robert Louis Steven- 
son’s Across the Piains, is still unable to cope with them- either quantitatively or in- 
dividually as they pursue his daughters. His many qualms about Violet, who has a brazen 
streak like her mother, about Hester, his favorite whom he cannot bear to lose, and about 
Elsie, only 17, are finally quieted down when the Americans leave- and leave him his 
daughters=- with the exception of Hester whose Lt. Gilmartin will settle for the island 
life too.... Summery stuff, which passes time pleasantly, easily, by the author of Spring 
Flight (Duell, Sloan & Pearce- 1943). 


May 21 


Butler, Gerald Rinehart 
SLIPPERY HITCH $2.50 


The tension, but not the violence, as before in the story of Johnny and Harry, 
brothers, and Bob, whose life Harry had once saved, and their close fraternity as Johnny 
and Bob play nursemaid and warder to Harry, wire-happy after a time in a concentration 
camp. Through one of Harry's criminal breaks, Johnny meets up with Linda Denby, falls in 
love with her, and in spite of Bob- and his mistrust of any outsider- tells her about 
Harry. Harry, meeting Linda, goes for her too- but her refusal precipitates one of his 
spells, leads to a savage pursuit which ends in his death... Some softer moments, as well 
some tight ones, make this sustained in sympathy as well as suspense. 


May 23 


Andrews, Robert Hardy Coward -McCann 
LEGEND OF A LADY $3.00 


Baring another commercial field, this chronicles the rise of soap opera through 

the story of Rita Martin, who got her first job in Chicago in 1958 with a new advertising 
agency. She makes her way carefully, admitting her ignorance, keeping her ladylike quali- 
ties in all crises, underlining her devotion to her son, until she becomes indispensable 
to the “genius” partner, Carter Franklin. She is backed by him when she too produces new 
ideas, helps to sell them to their clients. But her falseness is recognized by their 
script writer, Tay Crofton, who becomes her nemesis when her ex-husband commits suicide, 
when Franklin's wife, dying of cancer, is led by Rita's radio serial to take her life. 
Rita creates havoc with the other two partners when her ambition to open a New York office 
goes through; she creates unbalance in her son by her selfish drive to marry Franklin. 
Once his wife, she excludes her son from her life, forces Franklin out of the office. 
But retribution is swift - her son, running away from military school, is killed and Tay 
at last takes over the responsibility for Rite. Tooled along soap opera lines, and with 
an inside overall of radio production, this takes popular rentals and a wide female mr- 
ket in its stride. 


Arnow, Harriette Macmillan 
HUNTER'S HORN $3.50 


* While primarily a fox “hunten” story, this incorporates all the lore and legend, 
life and customs of the Kentucky hills, for Nunn Ballew's drive to catch King Devil, the 
red fox, with hounds, takes in the world of the backwoods. Without the quick poignance 
of The Voice of Bugie Ann, this leisurely fills in the lives of his family, his neighbors, 


and their contacts with the outside world. Here is the death of Zing, run to death by 


the hated fox, Nunn's great effort to buy a pair of pedigreed hounds, his concern over 
their raising (which helps him save his baby son), his hope of farming in spite of the 
temptation of hunting, and finally the success, with an unexpected twist, of running down 


King Devil. It is a story of many pictures, many characters,- lovable, loving Milly, 
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his wife, and her understanding of his dedication, the earth-earthy midwife, the hopeful, 
helpless Lureenie, the helpfulness of government agricultural agencies, the excitement 
of making moonshine, the hilarious scene in school when the superintendents arrive, and 
the new teacher with her "cur" (a pedigreed collie, but any dog that isn't a hound is a 
cur), and the nights of foxhunting - this and much more make this a regional story of 
large dimensions. The interrelated affairs of an isolated community are lusty, often 
very funny, and not without sentiment. 


27 

May 27 
Rosenberg, Ethel Simon & Schuster 
GO FIGHT CITY HALL $2.50 


* Meet the Pasternaks, the Rivkins, the Weissmans - of Brooklyn and you should 
live so long to enjoy their family, romantic, apartment life. For 80 year old Jules 
Pasternak is a wise cupid for his niece, Hannah, he is an able mentor for his friend, 
Morris, he is a worthy opponent for Kugel, their apartment superintendent, he is a re- 
markable correspondent for scientist Einstein, - he is, in fact a connoisseur of human 
relations, Watch Mrs. Rivkin - shopping, at the theater, trying to get Hannah and Howie 
married; be in on the creation of a superlative cheese cake; follow Mr. Pasternak along 
the BMT to the lost and found offices; struggle with Aunt Esther's galoshes - and have 
yourself a wonderful time. This - in contrast to Hyman Kaplan, the Milt Gross-Kober 
series - follows the speech patterns rather than a reproduction of the dialect, and of- 
fers gentle, mild humor of unimpeachable authenticity. 


OIE BREN Re 


TWO REISSUES 


Sadleir, Michael & Page, Frederick-/ds. Oxford 
THE OXFORD ILLUSTRATED TROLLOPE- Crown Edition Each $3.50 


Here available for examination the first of the “Pallister® novels in this new 
format= Can You Forgive Her, illustrated in line and wash by Lynton lamb. Distinguished 
writers will contribute prefaces to subsequent volumes. Trollope enthusiasts will welcome 
the newly edited text, improved type face and format. (3/17) 


Layda, Jay- éd. Random House 
THE COMPLETE STORIES OF HERMAN MELVILLE $4.00 


A collection of the shorter works of fiction by the author of Moby Dick, etc. 
There are fifteen selections~ and an Introduction which is in part biographical, in part 
critical and appreciative by a Melville scholar and authority. (5/4) 


TWO LAST MINUTE ARRIVALS 


Burt, Katharine Newlin Scribner 
STRONG CITADEL $3.00 


The strong citadel of Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, where Mrs. Janice Lane 
resides and entertains a close circle of aristocrats, gets its shake-up when her son, Hal, 
returning from the wars, brings back a bride, Katia. Katia, with her Trotskyite forebear, 
her embarassing exuberance, her naivete and her gaiety, strikes a very foreign note=- and 
although quickly endearing herself to Hal's sister, even his former girl, Ellen, she is 
still “not at ins with Momma”. Further loss of face ensues when Cicily, Hal's sister, 
also falls in love with an outsider and although making an acceptable marriage, ends by 
running away with her lover. Katia, often insecure in that she may not be the right wife 
for Hal, gives him his chance to go back to Ellen, but it is she that Hal loves and in 
time Mrs. lane is reconciled. Feminine fiction, with more animation than most, by an 
experienced editor and practitioner in the field. (3/14) 
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Jones, Jack William Sloane 
SOME TRUST IN CHARIOTS $3.50 


The Tewders came full force to their father’s funeral in the cottage of Glam- 
organ. Honest farm laborers, they made a mighty host when shortly after they converged 
on sprawling Cardiff, and laid the foundations of a great business. It all began with 
coal=- by 1945 it had spread to financing and great rishes. The two main figures~ Rhys, 
@ good man, who “remembered the name of the Lord"= and Harry, who put trust in chariots- 
and horses~- and women, and whose life was full of lusty adventures of the flesh,- worked 
out their lives against the backdrop of Cardiff, labor troubles, political doings. A 
diffuse tale, with too many names and intricate interrelationships. Limited appeal 
here. (3/24) | 





DOWN UNDER AND OUT YONDER 
April 18 


Barber, Willetta Ann Scribner 
& Schabelitz, R.F. THE DEED IS DRAWN $2.50 


Sherry and her artist husband, Pat, whose drawings reveal clues to himself and 
the police, in a very Mary Roberts Rinehartish mystery involving the killings in the 
Winslow family. The determination to leave the art collection to New York City, and the 
family fortune to his favorite (Communistic) cause, are motives for the murder of Addison 
Winslow and later his lawyer. Sherry and Pat have a struggle to find the killer in the 
family but with more murder, the sketches point the way. Smooth blend. 










May 4 





Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE CAUTIOUS COQUETTE $2.50 


The expected trio- Perry, Della and Paul- combined, not only to ferret out kill- 
ings but to keep Perry himself from being the victim of a frame-up for murder. With his 
usual, devious doings, Perry unmasks a mercury-like female, heckles a court trial into 
complete chaos, and refuses to be dethroned as a legal genius. As before. 














May 19 


Young, Gordon Doubleday 
WANTED= DEAD OR ALIVE $2.50 — 


Fast shooting, fast thinking as Jack Rodiker after six years on the dodge for 
the death of Craig Arnold returns to the scene of the crime in an attempt to clear him- 
self. Jack goes to work for Colonel Arnold, the dead man's brother, and Rodiker is help- 
ful in the long-standing feud with the Bevarts family. And it is he who ascertains the 
evidence that the Bevarts are the real villains and in their defeat, wins honor for him- 
self. Par. 


Lee, Thorne | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE MONSTER OF LAZY HOOK $2.50 





Julian Renard, in his wheelchair, with Roger Bannister as his legs, deciphers 
the disappearance of eccentric Van Dyke, whose fortune was also missing. With the tides 
off Lazy Hook, California, washing in the evidence of three further deaths, Renard is 

able- through his crebration over a cryptograph- to find the lure which led these men to 
their deaths.... A quiet, intelligent performance. 
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May 25 


Krasner, William Harper 
WALK THE DARK STREETS : $2.50 —~ 


The death of Janice Morel, professional come-on-girl, leads Detective Birge, 
with too much heart and conscience for his calling, into a traffic in flesh, narcotics, 
extortion. An addict and her blind husband, a wife-killer and the past he cannot ob- 
literate, a pimp and a mobster provide a gallery of criminal characters, but Birge, in 
the confession he extracts, finds a source for pity as well as punishment... Exciting 


and effective. 


19 


May 26 


Du Bois, Theodora Doubleday 
ROGUE'S COAT $2.25 


Adventure, rather than mystery, this story of Adam, and his faithful Hugo, as 
they smuggle jewels into the U.S.A. illegally in order to rescue those in need in middle 
Europe, where both Adam and Hugo had served their time in concentration camps. The set- 
ting is West Coast Florida, from the Keys up to Boca Grand, and Adam's close escapes, the 
constant interchange of the jewels as rival operators stop at nothing to secure them, the 
intervention of an innocent pair,an aging conchologist and his daughter, make for roman- 
tic adventure in a rather dated tradition. Crime Club selection. 





Neville, Margot : Doubleday 
MURDER IN A BLUE MOON 5] | 4 $2.25 


A quiet but smooth tempoed tale of murder, intrigue, jealousy, which concerns 
the poison pen notes which appear- and the pearls which disappear- among the pseudo- 
smart set at Edgar Rutherford’s Australian shore estate. Lionel Honeyman, whose wife 
was to divorce him, is shot, an unknown caller succumbs suddenly to malaria and- hidden 
on @ houseboat from the police- is poisoned; and Inspector Grogan's questioning breaks 
down the defenses of Edgar's guests, secures the right answer. 


May 27 


Raine, William MacLeod Houghton, Mifflin 
THE OUTLAW TRAIL $2.50 


The standard strategy as Jack Lovell, U.S. Marshal, protects- and is protected 
by Esther Young, whose uncle kas been killed and whose ranch lands she inherits. Up 
against a mighty opposition which includes her foreman, her shiftless cousin, and the 
Sheriff, Lovell with little assistance clears the outlaw trail of a rustler gang and his 
antagonists. New names, new faces, but not many new paces. 


May 7? Fr: \h bt a LA i \ 


Hall, Geoffrey Simon & Schuster 
THE END IS KNOWN $2.00 





No orthodox mystery this, for this is the search for the meaning behind a sui- 
cide, and only at the close does the reader know that the search is bracketed by two seem- 
ing suicides, really murders, and the criminal still at large, unpunished, unscarred. A 
stranger falls from a window, almost at the feet of the man he had come to see. That man 
devotes himself to tracing down the identity of the dead man, the reason for the fatal 
visit, uncovers a thwarted life. With the solution in his grasp, he too falls to his 
death. An odd story of more than accepted mystery fan fare. 








March 15, 1949 eee - PET FT ee 
CU SS. Fa-8 650-4 


April 4 


Churchill, Winston §S. Houghton, Mifflin 
THEIR FINEST HOUR Pre-pub.$5.00-Post= $6.00 


* Newspaper syndication and LIFE magazine serialization have brought a generous 
proportion of the text of this second volume of Churchill's war memoirs to an eager pub- 
lic. Nonetheless, this - in the case of Jie Gathering Storm = seemed only to pique inter- 
est and suriosity. This second volume covers an intensely dramatic part of Britain’s 
struggle, as France fell, the miracle of Dunkirk stirred the world, Italy entered on the 
side of Germany, England's strength was rebuilt from the bottom, the air war reached and 
passed its peak in the Battle of Britfain, strength in the Mediterranean was reestablish- 
ed, the African campaign turned to victory, the invasion of Greece by Italy posed a new 
problem, the U.S.A. and Britain drew closer together with the destroyer- air base deal and 
the establishment of Lend-Lease, and the Russian alliance with Germany passed into a du- 
bious state. Churchill shares much that we did not know at the times- the extent of know- 
ledge of Germany's abortive plans for invasion, the foreknowledge of Hitler's decision to 
attack Russia, the “deal” with Spain, the hesitancy attendant on relations with the De 
Gaulle forces, the “leak” that resulted in disaster in west Africa. A careful comparison 
of the LIFE serialization with the finished book indicates that while a better job of 
editing has been done, there is still in the book a flavor ot the Churchill who dominated 
the war years that the cutting has somehow lost. Ina few instances, whole facets of the 
story have been omitted (non-essential to the flow, but interesting for rounding it out). 
In one instance- possibly more- LIFE has included material omitted from the book for 
reasons of policy, no doubt. An essential book for those who want the war from the in- 
side in Britain. But for some indefinable reason, this second volume lacks the verve, 
the zest, the heady excitement of the first. Nonetheless, a sure best seller. 


For A Pius Sale 


Churchill, Winston S. Houghton, Mifflin 
MAXIMS & REFLECTIONS $2.75 


This may well roll up considerable sales on the Churchill name and the oppor- 
tunity Their Finest Hour affords booksellers to call this small book to customers’ atten- 
tion. The slant, I'd say, is that here for the reader is a composite of Churchill, in 
youth and maturity, through his own words, a refresher in when he said this, or that, or 
the other. Many facets of Churchill are here,- the man, the statesman, the politician, 

the orator, the writer, the patriot. We experience his flashes of wit, his kindliness, 

his barbed irony, his eloquence, his righteous indignation, - all the things we have savor- 
ed in the written and spoken word. The Intrdduction by the editors is only incidentally 
biographical, and primarily an analysis of the techniques of Churchill's speeches and 
writing, an assessment of his greatness in literature, an appraisal of his many-sided 
personality, the defects and qualities of his temperament, his zest for life. A book for 
reference, for pick-up reading, in a collection of pregnant extracts from his words.(Publ.) 


Little Competition -- A Few Notables 


For quaiity and charm, two countrymen‘s books, Joseph Wood Krutch’s THE TWELVE SEASONS 
‘Wm. Sloane! and Lewis Gannett’s CREAM HILL ‘Viking’: for an unusuai facet of contempor-— 
ary history. Franz Schoenberner’s THE INSIDE STORY OF AN OUTSIDER ‘Macmilian/: for super-— 
lative natural history William Beebe’s HIGH JUNGLE {Dueil, Sloan & Pearce) A dark horse 
‘remember her Keep Your Powder Dry?) Margaret Mead’s MALE AND FEMALE. Stapie stock i1tem- 
long awaited, reissue, revised, of Bailey's MANUAL OF CULTIVATED PLANTS. Not a sure fast 


mover in the lot. See pages following for reports. ; 
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April 1 
Bell, Quentin A. A. Wyn 
ON HUMAN FINERY $3.50 


In grave and formal prose, this is a mock-serious consideration of fashion 
which draws on Veblen's i/:¢ theory of the Leisure Class to base the mutations of finery 
on his tenets of Conspicuous Consumption and Conspicuous Waste, and- making more freely 
with Veblen- Conspicuous Leisure and Conspicuous Outrage. In contrast with the Orient 
where the mode in dress is timeless and changeless, Bell inquires here into the factors 
of trends, influences (those of the revolutions of 1642 and 1749), the survival of 
archaic forms particularly in the Army and the Church, the break with Veblen's sumptu- 
osity in the 20's with the emanicpation of women and the abandonment of stays, and in 
closing, two cardinal points of disagreement with Veblen.... For the fancier, this an- 
alysis which is both aesthetic and economic, and which is illustrated with color plates 


and black and whites. 
April ll 


Osborn, Robert Coward-McCann 
HOW TO PLAY GOLF $1.00 


The latest in this author's cartoon-like series (the Sportsman Shelf, jiow to 
“toot Duck, How to Shoot Quail, How to Catch Trout, How to Ski) portrays the possibilities 
(1) of all the bad luck in this game, (2) THE perfect shot. With exaggerated action and 
characters, this follows the progress from slipping out of the office, to teeing off, top- 
ping, slicing, into the rough, concentrating on form only to land in the water hazard, or 
sand trap, on to scoring and then - ! One of those plus sale items for that little gift 


for @ special person. 


Krutch, Joseph Wood William Sloane 
THE TWELVE SEASONS : $2.75 


A contemplative country man's calendar, which in its round of the months, ranges 
from the personal to the universal, the tangibles of the physical world to more doubtful 
points in the metaphysical. April's spring peeper, May's beetles, June's rains, the 
static complaceny of August and the uneasiness of September, the delight of the first 
snow in December and the hopelessness of February, these lead to other considerations- 
on the cruelty (or is it kindness) of nature; on the city man's horror of the country; 
on the love of animals for humans; on the lack of planning in nature; and particularly 
on the over-mechanization of man, the tendency of civilization today to move away from 
nature... An aware and sentient commentary (which is never guilty of sentimentality) 
offering thoughtful pleasure. 


April 18 


MacDougall, William, Jr. Scribner 
BY EASTERN WINDOWS $3.00 


A story of life in a Japanese prison camp, first in Pelambang, on Sumatra, later 
in Mantok, told by a UP correspondent, who had escaped from Shanghai, only to be captured 
when his ship was sunk, - this differs from other POW accounts in its accent on the spirit- 
ual values discovered and the sincere belief manifested throughout internment. Working in 
the ,hospital he accents too the diseases prevalent - malaria, the assorted itches, dys- 
entry, beriberi, blackwater fever, etc., etc., and the response of the men to their phy- 
sical ills; he also records the cumulative effects of malnutrition. The author, with 
two escapes from death, found the faith of the nuns, at a nearby hospital, of the minis- 
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ters and bishops of various faiths, a source of encouragement to him, watched their in- 
fluence on others. This is the record of mental battles, of courage sustained by deep 
faith and as such offers quite a contrast to previous books. It should make a plus sale 
in religious and inspirational books. (A sequel to wix Belis Off Java (1948) 


April 21 


Weintraub, Ruth C. Doubleday 
HOW SECURE THESE RIGHTS $2.00 


The 1948 report on anti-Semitism, based on extensive field research by the au- 
thor and also on the findings of public opinion organizations - this is a strictly sta- 
tistical study which shows both credit and debit in discriminatory patterns and practices. 
The first section, dealing with the gains, opens with Truman's Civil Rights Program, sur- 
veys other legislative motions and acts, the efforts of magazines, churches, communities 
and radio. The second section covers public and private housing, resorts, travel agencies, 
clubs, and cites: instances of active terrorization as well as less overt manifestations 
of discrimination. The third section on education covers colleges, professional schools, 
and the professions; the fourth section is on employment in both the FEPC states and the 
non-FEPC states; and the last section surveys avowed, professional anti-Semitism, organ- 
izations as well as individuals. Wherever possible actual offenders are named together 
with their degree of offense. The book however is not for the general reader but for 
study and use by anti-discriminatory and minority organizations. Included in the data 
are tabulations of the statutes barring discrimination by places of public accommodation 
(less than half the 48 have them); discriminating questions on state applications to 
practice dentistry, law, medicine, accountancy, optometry; statuory prerequisites for 


admission to practice specific professions; a model FEPC bill. / 
April 23 
Selden, Samuele- /d. Univ. of North Car. 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK PLAYS $5.00 


An addition to the Carolina Playmakers Series, this is a collection of nine 
plays written by students and former students of dramatic art at Chapel Hill. These 
plays were selected as representing many lands and races, and the folkways, the funda- 
mental hungers of these peoples. By “folk plays” the editor does not limit either scope 
or setting; the content ranges from realism to fantasy, the backgrounds may be rural or 
urban. There is humor, pathos, interest in the whole man. And each play has been tested 
by production on stage. Useful for students and Little Theatre groups. 


Barr, Stringfellow ]-& ( Harcourt, Brace 
THE PILGRIMAGE OF WESTERN MAN $4.00 


The president of St. John's College, Annapolis, has won for himself the right 
to be heard. This is a thoughtful, careful and intelligent tracing of the pilgrimage of 
western man in search for unity, freedom and justice under law. President Barr, an em- 
inent historian, examines the past in order to approach a solution for the future, when 
he feels no existing state can preserve man from war unless some sort of world govern- 
ment functions. He goes back to the 13th century with the vision of the City of God, 
St. Thomas Aquinas the spokesman. He traces the growing importance of the vision of the 
City of Man, the beginnings of humanism, the development of science, of Renaissance art, 
and on its heels, the Reformation, the march of controls, of revolution, of democracy, 
as the City of Man approaches its zenith in the nationalist concepts, the gods of power, 
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and the machine in the nineteenth century. Two world wars, linked by armistice, shatters 
the dream, which is succeeded by the schizophrenia which causes countries to cooperate 
for peace on the one hand to prepare for war on the other. Im conclusion he says that 
man is still searching for a city, a common government, whether as 4 Hitler or a Stalin 
would have it, or by common action as it should and must be. This is 4 reasoned argu- 
ment, scholarly and readable. A sane balance among many impassioned books. 


April 28 


Vincent, Howard P. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE TRYING-OUT OF MOBY-DICK $5.00 


Contributing to the Melville revival, this is a sound, scholarly study of the 
sources, composition, meaning and interpretation of Moby Dick. Here traced is the evo- 
lution of the idea in Melville's mind, the revision of the novel changing it from an 
ordinary whaling voyage to a great tragic epic, literary sources and influences (primar- 
ily Hawthorne), the symbolism of characters and scenes. The major part of the book is 
devoted to the cetological sources and core of the novel - for Melville used the doublet 
technique, blending factual information with narrative development. Fascinating study 
for the serious student, but limited in general appeal. Illustrated with photographs, 
old prints, charts, diagrams. (Originally reported for Jan.) 








April 29 


Soarne, John Crown 
SCARNE ON CARDS $3.95 


An expose of the tricks of crooked gamblers and gambling houses and a guide- 
book for those who play for money and who associate with experts and professionals. The 
up to date rules for card games are here,- the range of rummy games, poker and variations, 
blackjack, faro, baccarat, pinochle, and a miscellany of less familiar games. There are 
tables on probabilities, percentages; techniques of winning play, for advanced players. 
There's a chapter on card cheats and methods, Scarne's book on dice is a standard in the 
field. (The publisher offers delivery to customers three weeks in advance of publica- 
tion - sort of a head start idea?) 


May 5 


Brickell, Herschel- /d. Doubleday 
WRITERS ON WRITING $3.00 


By the Staff of the University of New Hampshire Writers’ Conference, these 
articles (quondam lectures) contribute practically as well as theoretically to the author 
or aspirant author. There are pointers on techniques es well as theories, on the craft 
as well as the art of writing, on style, on the formula and framework; and there are 
details on the preparation of the manuscript, on commercial requirements, on agents, on 
the author-publisher relationship. In fiction, Esther Forbes handles the historical 
novel; Margaret Widdemer the serial or pattern novel; Marjorie Fischer the mystery 
novel; poetry is well represented with R.P.T. Coffin and Rolfe Humphries; the juvenile 
field with Eric Kelly; and all types of non-fiction writing are considered, science, 
regional, how-to-do articles, book reviews, radio writing, etc., etc. The market is 
self-explanatory. 
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May 6 


Boudreau, Lou Little, Brown 
with Ed Fitzgerald PLAYER MANAGER $2.75 


One of the truly great ball players of all time tells of his rise to greatness 
from school days, to all-around star at University of Illinois, to managing the Cleveland 
Indians, to world championship. This is an authentic rags-to-riches yarn of a youngster 
whose confidence, conceit and capabilities might have made him an objectionable young brat 
to old ball players. But he had that something that made them notice him, and give hima 
chance. He quickly made good as shortstop, but when he was made manager of the Cleveland 
“cry babies" at the age of 24, the world began to notice him, too. From 1942-47 his team 
did nothing of note, but Boudreau continued to star at shortstop. His role as manager 
looked doomed, but in '48 he was given a last chance and came through with the World 
Championship for Cleveland. A good story about a great ball player. Fans will eat it up. 


Mery-1I— 1/2) 


Roosevelt, Kermit Harper 
ARABS, OIL AND HISTORY $3.50. — 


A much more personal, generally informative book than Mikesell & Chenery's 
Arabian Oil (U. of North Carolina- P. 136) to which it has some basic relationship, this 
is for the interested follower of current events in the Middle Hast. Roosevelt, through 
his war years there, and a year's stay in 1947, gives a more than casual coverage of the 
lands and the peoples, a survey of the individual countries of the area, Egypt, Iraq, 
Transjordan, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Iran, Turkey and Afghanistan, and an analysis of 
the activities of the Big Powers - Russia, Great Britain and the United States. He notes 
the challenging differences, the encouraging and discouraging similarities, the importance 
of the Middle Kast as a hub of three countries ~- Europe, Asia, Africa -; he stresses the 
loss of love and respect for America where he has found it and the great menace that Rus- 
sia is, and will be; he profiles the patriots, nationalists, rulers and obstructionists 
in many interviews, meetings, and visits; he correlates political as well as cultural, 
economic and racial problems. This is an individual accounting, worthy of note because 
of its less specialized approach, its wider and deeper interest in allied questions, its 
greater readability. 


May 13 


Gannett, Lewis Viking 
CREAM HILL: ‘:scoveries of a Weekend Countryman $3.50 


This opened a new door, me - a peek into the past of our countryside, a realiza- 
tion that it is not only in manmade things that we are the melting pot of the world. For 
here- along our roadsides- are flowers and grasses, shrubs and trees, immigrants from all 
parts of the world. We can't look at nature and think- "That's the way it looked when our 
forebears came", Even the birds of those days were unlike the birds of today. Lewis 
Gannett gives one a sense of the march of nature across the face of the earth, ignoring 
man as often as not. These were some of his discoveries as a weekend countryman. And it 
is this that makes his book a wholly new kind of country book. It is not another book 
about a house in the country. For my choice, there isn't enough about the house - the 
growing into a home for the Gannetts. It is a potpourri of Connecticut's countryside na- 
tural history, the flowers and trees and shrubs, the vegetables, the wild plants he grew- 
and the ones he couldn't grow. There's nature lore, too,- the tomato has a wholly new 
personality for me. The thrill of his fern garden is contagious. And the seasonal round 
of week-end country living was alluring for its likes and its unlikes to our own, not very 
many miles away. There are digressions- that leave the impression of a random notebook,- 
a brief section on rooftop city gardening, on American beards. There are bits of humor 
and philosophy, wisdom and enchantment. And the samples of Ruth Gannett's lithographs 
which will illustrate the book, suggest a delightful format. 
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May 16 

Dryden, Cecil Caxton 

UP THE COLUMBIA FOR FURS $2700 | 


of = 
Indigenous material, revived and rewritten, these accounts of the experiences of 
fur-traders Ross Cox and Alexander Ross have been combined from their own records which 
were published many years ago. Cox's story tells of his journey up the Columbia as 4 
clerk in Astor's company, and the two weeks period in which he was lost in the wilderness; 
of constant fracases with the thieving Indians; of the loss of their boats; and the life 
vi trapping and trading. Ross, who was a veteran and lived out 44 years of his life on 
the Incian frontiers of North America, married an Indian and fathered two half-breeds, 
and he also tells of the hazards of treacherous waters, the skirmishes with the Indians... 
Authentic Americana, of documentary rather than general interest. Illus. 


Parker, Elinor Crowell 
COOKING FOR ONE $2.50 


This was an inspiration - and the end result is all one could ask. Too often 
the person living alone lacks the imagination and the self-starter which are necessary 
in combination to make “cooking for one” anything but a chore. Here's the combination, 
brought down to practical levels of equipment, shopping, meal planning, and recipes. The 
problems of quantities and economy and variety are squarely faced. And the menus and 
recipes afford ample stimulus to jaded appetites. Lots of good ideas and sound advice. 
(And plenty of tempting recipes- I copied a few from the galley proofs for myself, even 
if I'm not "cooking for one".) 


Harrison, Charles Yale Henry Holt 
THANK GOD FOR MY HEART ATTACK $2.50 


An at all times personal, but fully clinical, account of one man's almost fatal 
coronary thrombosis, the expectation of death, and the reprieve which left him with a 
heightened appreciation of life. Through the first hours of frightful pain, to the hos- 
pital and four days of despair, the defiance and the restlessness which followed in the 
next few weeks of absolute bed rest, the slow rehabilitation to everyday activities, the 
cardiac neurosis which followed- for a time-, and finally full recovery. This record, 
which also includes a fair share of medical information on heart conditions in general 
and their variations, has the intimacy, the inevitable self-absorption which also lends 
& first-hand fascination. And with the frequency of cardiac complaints, there will be 
an audience. 


May-t7 &/7 


Bates, Marston Macmillan 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MOSQUITOES $4.50 


Human and economic factors are involved in the diseases for which mosquitoes 
are held responsible,- yellow fever, encephalitis, malaria - hence the need, it is to be 
assumed, for a book like this. Marston Bates writes from “east of the Andes and west of 
nowhere” - and explores the mosquito - its behavior, the biology thereof, the research 
devoted to the subject, and its results., Apparently an enormous literature already ex- 
ists on the subject; this purports to sort and organize the facts, indicate the gaps in 
knowledge, the importance of combining field and laboratory observation. “Natural His- 
tory" is here confined chiefly to ecology and physiology of mosquitoes:- environment, dis- 
persal, sexual behaviour, classification, species, and so on. Not to be original, I can 
frankly say- this book tells more about mosquitoes than I care to know. However, it isn't 
written for the layman. 
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May-27 


langsam, Walter Consuelo Ma omillan 
FRANCIS THE GOOD $3.50 
The Education of an Emperor 


A scholarly, meticulously documented account of the education of the last of 
the Holy Roman Emperors, head of the Austrian monarchy, Francis the Good. From his high- 
ly supervised boyhood in Tuscany to 1792 when he succeeded his uncle Joseph II and his 
father Leopold II to the Austrian throne, the biographer traces the development of a 
mediocre, stubborn, sometimes egocentric - and sometimes warm and liberal youth, into a 
mighty Hapsburg monarch. His first fifteen years were spent under the tutelage of the 
kindly Leopold and the austere Colloredo; at sixteen he was transferred to Vienna as 
imperial apprentice to disappointed Joseph. Francis’ first marriage was ill-fated, his 
second was a happy union with Marie Therese, and the last part of the book portrays him 
as pater familias, facing the inheritance of a confused, wornout, reactionary monarchy. 
The closing thought is that Francis cannot be condemmed for his inadequacies, but that 
the fault lay with the perversities of his times. A learned contribution to history in 
a limited field. 


Robbins, Anne Roe Macmillan 
HOW TO GROW ANNUALS L/ 2 ® $3.50 


I've found Anne Robbins’ Jwenty Five Vegetables Anyone Can Grow (Crowell) an | 
exceedingly useful, down to earth handbook. Her How 7o Cook Well (also Crowell) is just 
one of those cookbooks that spurs one on to bigger and better things. And now comes this 
excellent - and not too fancy- handbook on growing annuals, which are the choice for be- 
ginning gardeners, and essential as fill-ins for the most experienced gardener. The one 
fault I find in this book is the introduction- too early in the text- of what seems a bit 
too advanced information on hybridizing, which might prove misleading to the uninitiated. 
Otherwise her preliminaries on the reading of seed catalogues, the selection of seeds, 
the limitations of extent of gardens, and so on, is sound. Particularly useful is the 
section on starting seeds indoors in early Spring- the do's and don'ts. The main part 
of the book is an alphabetical listing of annuals, with all the necessary data on varie- 
ties, when to plant, how to plant, care and cultivation, and suggested planting combina-~- 
tions. Occasionally she introduces some interesting bits of plant lore and history. A 
good basic book=- should have a plus sale with young gardeners. 


Schoenberner, Franz I. Macmillan 
THE INSIDE STORY OF AN OUTSIDER S/24 ||) $3.50 


* Intense and dramatic without being a horror story, this is a dispassionate 
picture of Europe and World War II seen by a German intellectual. Schoenberner was ed- 
itor- in 1933- of an anti-nazi periodical, Simplicissimus, and always about one jump 
ahead of the Gestapo. The personal story of the Schoenberners is a fascinating one, and 
closely linked with that of other intellectuals, as in a concentration camp in southern 
France they waited in terror and uncertainty for the sweep of Hitler's armies over France. 
Prior to that was Switzerland, then the French Riviera, “eight years in the waiting room*- 
in and out of concentration camps. Backgrounding this period is France of the occupation- 
and Schoenberner has done a masterly analysis of the French mind. A meeting with Gide is 
unforgettable. He dissects the mental attitudes of various intellectuals, among them 
Thomas Mann. Then- with Petain in a seat of doubtful power- the miracle happened, a 
chance to go to America. Red tape, delays, heartbreak, but finally they arrived, and 
found the opportunity to make a new start. A beautifully written, profound book, which 
those who knew the old Europe will, perhaps, cherish most. 










a 
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May 19 


Foote, Alexander Doubleday 
HANDBOOK FOR SPIES $3.00 


Writing under a pseudonym, an Englishman Tells All, not only of his life as a 
Russian Secret Service operator, but also of the details of the mechanics of Russia's spy 
net as he knew it. From England, to fight in the Spanish Civil War, to the International 
Brigade, on to a special assignment, and then the recruitment, in 1938, as a spy for Rus- 
sia. Ordered to Switzerland, his first mentor, Sonia,inducted him into elementary train- 
ing, and, when sent to Munich and happening on Hitler's -Stammtisch, he became specially 
singled out for more important work. From anti- to pro-German espionage =- and back again, 
as Russian switches occurred - this accounts for his active work in Switzerland for three 
years - the installation of music boxes (wireless), the intricate web of sontacts, the 
unending routine of the system of messages and coding, the vigilance against police ap- 
prehension, the sources and means of information. Caught at last and imprisoned, but 
never found guilty, making his way to Paris, he later was flown to Moscow where intensive 
training - after proof of bona fides - took place and further orders issued. In Berlin 
he walked out of his assumed personality into his real one- from the Russian zone into 
the British. This underlines the Russian threat, links the Canadian spy case to his own, 
warns of the danger of a vast network so easily available through Party membership, and 
makes more vivid the spy uncoverage to date. Of definite current interest, and for those 
who want the real background of fictional thrillers. 


Smith, Ira L. Doubleday 
& Smith, H. Allen- fds. LOW AND INSIDE $2.50 


A happy blend of the wacky humor of one Smith and the baseball passion of an- 
other for a book that's not an ordinary baseball book. Ira Smith has collected baseball 
oddities avidly for years, tales of our national game which few remember, going back to 
1890- and forward to 1920. Here is evidence that putting 18 men on a diamond can produce 
results that go from the ridiculous to the more ridiculous:- outfielders chasing fly balls 
to their deaths; coaches’ feet falling asleep, giving the impression of the victim having 
e fit in the midst of a game, machines designed to pitch and catch, owners making gifts 
of identical suits to the teams so that their evening activities could be traced, and so 
on and on (as if to prove that Brooklyn has no monopoly on baseball antics). Humor- yes, 
of an odd sort; interest- yes, for fans; real baseball- rarely;- but after this the 
straight game might seem a trifle dull. Illus. by Leo Hershfield. 


May 20 


Beebe, William Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
HIGH JUNGLE $4. 50 


* My favorite naturalist with a unique book on “Watching ‘Em Alive” in the jungles 
of Venezuela. Episodes in some of his fascinating undersea books are still vivid in mem- 
ory. Now alongside them I can put his battle of the fly catchers, the drama of the green 
caciques, the saga of the jungle falcons, the battles of the beetles. I would forget - 
if I could- the parade of the maggots, and a few other unsavory bits, but on the whole, 
though he gives me no longing for jungle habitation, he makes it fascinating to read of 
the adventures, the techniques of the jungle naturalist- and the things he learns as he 
watches the teeming life around him. There's almost nothing of personal experience. He 
never brings in humans except as catalysts at times, observers chiefly, interpreters and 
learners, from the warfare of the plant world, the animal world, the insect world, the 
bird world. This is the record of Dr. Beebe'’s expeditions to the Venezuelan Andes in 
1945, °46, °47 ~ and his first book in seven years. Illustrated. 
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Mey-23 b1 > i 6-7 


Attwood, William Knopf 
THE MAN WHO COULD GROW HAIR $2.75 


Or Inside Andorra 


A newspaperman abroad - with an eye for the nonsensical- writes of the funny 
to curious experiences he had during 1946-1948 with a great deal of pokerfaced humor... 
and some touches of great wrath. These are the personal stories behind his dispatches to 
the New York Herald Tribune, his more than bowing acquaintance with Communist and Social- 
ist reporters of all nationalities, his highly unusual assignments. A bachelor, he was 
outside man for HT, and these incidents come from Paris, Poitiers, the French Sudan, West 
Africa, a trip with Russell Hill to Finland, Poland, Germany, Slovakia, Austria, etc., etc. 
Covering the new laws against prostitution necessitates covering the whorehouses and dis- 
cussing the situation with the madames and the girls; assigned to a political junket with 
Premier Schuman, he learns of the qualities of wine, old cemeteries, and maroons; with 
President Auriel, he eats his way through native feasts, fights a bike, reprimands musi- 
cians, and learns what it is like to fly with the French Air Force; he follows the course 
of M. Villa's attempts to grow hair and the abortive aeronauting of a fanatic balloonist; 
he bruises himself on the Iron Curtain and comes out the loser; he meets a spy in Warsaw. 
And there is his fantastic holiday in Andorra as an unbelievable interlude, And, at a 
cocktail party back home, bits and pieces of his experiences, bitter and sad, underline 
the ignorance of his fellow Americans. In spite of the grim shambles of the Continent 
he learned that there is a time for laughter, in spite of the threats of the future, he 
found guts and resiliency, and although there is levity, there is warm sympathy and 
understanding. Not for the too serious minded but sure fire for a special audience. 


} 
} > 
7 


Mead, Margaret 16 \2Y ,. Morrow 
MALE AND FEMALB; 4 Study of the Sexes in a Changing World akc? $5.00 


Sub-titled “A Study of the Sexes in a Changing World”, this tri-partite analy- 
sis, based on anthropological insights, examines firstly the differences and the similar- 
ities of the bodies of human beings on which our concepts of sex are built; secondly the 
problems of sex in society, in family life; and finally, the sexes in contemporary Amer- 
ica. The first part, which concerns the anatomical differences between mle and female, 
the vulnerabilities and handicaps, limitations and potentialities of these sex differences 
is drawn from Margaret Mead's already well known observation of South Sea societies. Here 
there is little cause for controversy. But as she extends her survey of patterns, atti- 
tudes, into contemporary life, the “scientific” method often relaxes into loose general- 
ization and seemingly easy conclusions. These sections show modern man~- and modern woman-. 
at work and at play; the male parental role; the struggle of men over women, now shifted 
to the struggle of women over men; questions of sexual potency and receptivity; human 
reproduction= how many children, how few; the expected childhood experience (this is most 
certainly the “expected childhood experience” of the 1920's, not the 1940's); patterns 
of marriage, family life, the home; and the success standard which motivates all behavior 
in America today... An extensive, expansive study which is not a flatterging one, but will 
find its audience among those who liked Geoffrey Gorer's The American People (Norton) ,etc. 


Nurnberg, Maxwell & Rhodes, W.T. Prentice-Hall 
HOW TO BUILD A BETTER VOCABULARY $2.95 


This approaches the subject of vocabulary building in a different way from 
S.S. Smith's Double Your Vocabulary (Crowell- 1947), which made almost a game of adding 
new words. This is an informal but perhaps more scientific approach, fundamentally via 
the new words encountered in ordinary media,- radio, newspapers, etc., they approach the 
ways in which such words can becomes one's own. The importance of association of under- 
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standing meanings in context, of learning to break words down into units, of recognizing 
word families, roots, prefixes, suffixes, attachable and detachable parts of words, all 
the ways in which words grow and change. There's anecdotes and history and legend here. 
There are tricks of remembering. There are tests and word lists. There's a section on 
distinctions in meaning, on mispronunciation, on slang and proper names and mythology 

&S5 related to words and meanings. And there’s a final section on new words of the atomic 
age-I'm perhaps not @ good judge of such books, for I like anything to do with words? 


May 24 


Bailey, LH. | Macmillan 
MANUAL OF CULTIVATED PLANTS $19.00 


(Report repeated from September 15th bulletin as follows:) “This does not pre- 
tend to be a review of what is probably the definitive horticultural classic sinse pub- 
lication in 1923. Simply it is an announcement that this is a complete revision, to 
double length, with new material, and old material brought up. to date. At 90, Dr. Bailey 
recently flew to the West Indies in search of plant specimens; his contact with the grow- 
ing field of knowledge has never slackened. For identification of species of flora do- 
mestic to continental United States and Canada, this is indispensable. Species grown for 
food, ornament, utility; fruits, grains, grasses; greenhouse plants, ornamental shrubs, 
plants and garden flowers; more than 1,000 botanical terms, a key to the 194 natural 
families covered in the book=- this gives the high spots of coverage. 200 drawings of 
detailed structure add to its value. 


Fox, Helen M.-7rans. & Ed. Harvard University Press 
ABBE DAVID'S DIARY $5.00 


A translation, and editing, of the diaries of Abbe Armand David, a missionary 
priest and scientist who was stationed in China from 1862 to 1874 and who made three 
journeys into the interior for the Paris Museum of Natural History. Two of the three 
journeys are included in this volume, the first in Inner Mongolia, the second in Central 
and Western China at a time when the natural history of China was largely unexplored. 

In these diaries there are observations of all kinds; on the changing character of the 
country, the weather, the natives- lamas and warriors, nomads and farmers, on religious | 
rites and practices, on the “miserable intoxications” of opium, but primarily on birds 
(his favorite branch of natural history), animals and plants, the many specimens he 
identified and/or secured... The diaries, which have a definite scientific value, are 
pleasant to read- though a market is difficult to indicate. 





Sellars, Roy Wood; McGill, V.J. Macmillan 


& Farber, Marvin PHILOSOPHY FOR THE FUTURE $7.00 
The Quest of Modern Materialism 


The avowed purpose of this “cooperativs book in which scientists and philoso- 
phers collaborate is, quite simply, the exploration and reformation of materialism". The 
editors have avoided mechanism, general teleology, or any slant towards the establishment 
of vitalistic theories. The symposium starts with papers on the history of the growth 
of materialism, then consideration of scientific examples, on to psychological fields, 
economic and social aspects, philosophic concepts, finally existentialism and experience 
contrasted with subjectivism. The roster of contributors goes from Democritus and Plato, 
among the classicists, to Hegel, Marx and Engels, on to the moderns, Haldane, Roy Wood 
Sellars, Maurice Dobb, George Lukacs, and many others. The kind of book- a sort of 
materialists' Bible, a good many may buy, few will understand, and some grasshopper minds 
will venture to discuss. Probably inquiries should be handled by reference to the list 
of contributors and the Table of Contents. 
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May 28 


Denison, B. W. ~Catteir 
& Associates ALASKA TODAY $5.00 


Aimed at the new pioneer this covers all possible questions as to the possibili- 
ties in the “Great Land” and makes pointed proof of the opportunity there. In chapters 
devoted to the cost of living, farming, fishing, fur farms, lumber, mining, homesteading, 
he gives history, facts and figures; in chapters on geography and climate, on white and 
native inhabitants, on road, air and train travel, government and taxes, schools and who's 
who, he clearly outlines all aspects of the country. There is also a chapter on the his- 
tory of the country itself which is a welcome condensation. Some of the chapters are 
written by specialists, and there are many photographs accompanying the text. As a hand- 
book, and @ guide, this,without pedantry, should fill the bill for all those interested 
in a current report on Seward's Folly. 


May 31 _ 


Dessauer, Frederick E. Macmillan 
STABILITY $3.50 


A scholarly research into the antinomy of progress and stability which is con- 
cerned with the variations in the definitions of both terms from the economic, social, 
political, cultural, religious viewpoints - this indicates the movement towards stability 
in recent years. It aligns the objectors to progress as a permanent force; it details 
the concepts of stability; it investigates its force and prophets; it analyzes its necess- 
ary instruments - bureaucracy, planners, organizers, etc.; it shows the workings of this 
idea throughout history, in current events, for the future. A book for only the thought- 
ful, intellectual humanitarian - or perhaps even for the conservative who will be able 
to find solace in seeing how stability can be linked with progress. 


Saleil, Jeanne | Macmillan 
A HOUSE IN THE CEVENNES si $3.00 


A random recall of the house in the Cevennes and of childhood summers there, 
this catches also much of the charm- and character of French provincial life, the om- 
niscience and the nosiness, the private affairs and public issues which animate a small 
village. These sequences-~- which have no direct continuity- cover the purchase of an old 
house and the inflexibility they met in their attempt to install a watercloset; the re- 
lations between the Chateau and the village and the resentment of centuries of vassalage; 
the civil war over the question of some plane trees; the death and funeral of Balsanette, 
and the suicide of her husband; the leading local figures- the doctor- the Mayor- the 
curate; hunting, and on a lesser scale, for truffles and snails; etc. Ina minor key, 
but always a pleasant one. 


May ?? 


Biancolli, L. & Simon & Schuster 
Bagar, R. _ VICTOR BOOK OF OPERAS $3.50/~ 


(Report repeated from the 12/1/48 bulletin when scheduled for earlier spring 
publication- as follows:) “A thorough revision of O'Connell's book published back in 
1929. This new book contains over 100 operas, some of them modern light operas, and a 
number not commonly found in other collections. The arrangement is alphabetical, by 
title of opera, and each inclusion follows a general plan, a descriptive note placing 
the opera in the composer's history, notes on the composer, the production, cast of 
characters, and a descriptive scenario of the plot, act by act. The available RCA- 
Victor records are given under each opera, and a supplementary listing at the end. 

The editors are the musical critics of the World Telegram.” 
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Harcourt, Brace 


Empson, William 
COLLECTED POEMS OF WILLIAM EMPSON $2.50 

A little volume of high class verse by an English poet of the modern school. 
This book includes besides the contents of Poems (1935) and The Gathering Storm (1940) 
three poems written during the war and one long poem called Letter‘IV.- Notes on these 
poems accompany the text at the end of the volume. The verse is adept, polished, witty. 
Its irony and metaphysics and many of its topics are modern, as is some of its obscurity. 
Yet on the whole it is not too extreme; and the verse,J/Just a Smack at Auden, which is 
extremely amusing caricature if not art, shows that the poet's trend is against what he 
considers nihilism. An interesting addition to a shelf of modern poetry, for those inter- 
ested in watching its developments. (3/24) M.S.C. 


Wood, Charles Erskine Scott Vanguard 
COLLECTED POEMS $5.00 


Not the combined efforts of William Rose Benet, who writes the introduction, 
nor the editorial efforts of Genevieve Taggard and Sara Bard Field, nor the eulogies of 
Alexander Meikeljohn, can make this volume of pseudo-Whitmanesque poetry anything other 
than a profound bore. The fact that the author lived to a hearty 92, that he as a lawyor 
espoused worthy causes, that he belived in nature and freedom, that his great heart was 
in the right place cannot make hima poet. Nevertheless there are circles that will like 
what he has to say and forgive the lack of skill in saying it. Liberal and radical cir- 


cles take note. (3/24) M.S.C. 


Brigman, Anne Caxton 
SONGS OF A PAGAN $5.00 








The brilliance of Anne Brigman's photograph$has put her in front ranks of her 
profession. Now, in a volume combining 38 photographs with an equal number of poems, she 
appears ina new form of artistic expression. As in her choice of subjects- patterns of 
trees against the skies, turbulence, peace, physical drama, muted impressions, nude fig- 
ures - there's kinship of verse and photographs, though they are linked by mood rather 
than actually paired. There is a classic quality, brought into modern stream by the beat 
and rhythms, the variety in verse forms, while in content, in seeking for faith, in beauty 
of imagery, the modern and the traditional are blended. (4/15) 


Moore, Rosalie Yale 
THE GRASSHOPPER'S MAN $2.50 


The latest volume in the Yale Series of Younger Poets- representative of that 
phase of obscurity- a kind of Byzantine obscurity, polished and elegant. ‘It is possible 
that her acute sense perceptions may someday take on meaning for others beside herself - 
enough of her words may be accumulated and we may thereby become sufficiently familiar 
with the furnishings of her mind to understand her. At present all one can say is that 
she has elegance, that she belongs to the “Activists” group (as Auden tells us in his 
over-anxious introduction). She has talent of a sort, and a fine ear for words, though 
not for meaning. One can only wonder and wait....O0f interest to other poets, but definite- 
ly not for the general public. (5/18) M.S.C. 


H.D. Macmillan 
BY AVON RIVER $2.50 


A small literary curiosity, of interest only to Shakespeare students and collec- 
tors of remote Shakespeariana. The volume consists of a long poem called The Tempest, 
learned, full of mediaeval and renaissance lore, occasionally lyrically beautiful, but 
pointless and synthetic. And of the second part, a prose rhapsody on the names and verses 
of Elizabethan and post-Elizabethan poets. The whole adds up to a piece of “occasional” 
writing. Apparently written for Shakespeare Day, April 23rd, 1945- and only now published 


here. (5/8t) M.S.C. ONY {24 
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Abingdon-Cokes bury 
THE THIRD STRIKE $1.00 


Gray, Jerry 


This is the tragic but vivid self-analysis of an alcoholic. It describes in 
gripping fashion, the losing struggle one youth had with alcoholism. At the age of 27 
he committed suicide. But even in this brief autobiography are indications that he came 


near to finding the power to win the battle, as others have done. A revealing study.(3/21) 


Jacobs, Helen Hull Barnes 
GALLERY OF CHAMPIONS $3.75 


Stories of women tennis champions as the author, herself many times champion, 
knew them, @s persons, as opponents. This is for followers of the game, in its recapi- 
tulation of match play, international competition. The author adds- to her personal 
stories- technical comment and criticism as well as evaluation and professional estimate 
of their games, their personalities. Illustrated with photographs. (3/30) 


Cohen, Morris Raphael Beacon Press 
A DREAMER'S JOURNEY $4.00 


The life story of an immigrant Jewish boy who achieved in America an honorable 
and high place in the intellectual life of his adopted country. A success story of un- 
usual merit. Morris Cohen describes vividly his early life in Russia and on New York's 
lower Bast Side:- his account of the impact of this congested area and its teeming multi- 
tudes of newly arrived Jews upon a sensitive, growing lad; of how he managed not only to 
work his way through school but through City College, Harvard graduate school, to become 
@ Professor of Philosophy at his alma mater; ultimately his acceptance as one of the 
country's leading philosophers. His comments upon various aspects of our intellectual 
life are illuminating. Religiously, Dr. Cohen deserted the strict orthodoxy of his 
father's Jewish faith, early in his career. Though he called himself an agnostic, his 
book proves him a spiritually minded man. Here is a book that will interest not only 
Jewish readers, and philosophers, but all who are concerned with the possibilities in 
this lard of opportunity. (Publ.) 


Stevens, Henry Bailey Harper 
THE REDISCOVERY OF CULTURE $3.00 


This is a most illuminating book, involving a reconstruction of the story of 
humanity in accordance with the findings of scientists, and the theories of one who has 
devoted his life to agriculture and believes that all life's problems are to be solved in 
terms of plant and tree culture. His thesis is that mankind made a wrong turn when he 
abandoned agriculture and became a flesh-eating and war-making animal. He traces to this 
fatal error such diverse maladies as cancer, soil erosion, nationalism, urbanization, etc. 
And his solution? A return to scientific plant culture and abandonment of animal husband- 
ry. This is not a wholly convincing argument for the road to rediscovery of culture, 
peace and true religion, but he argues his point with passionate conviction himself. 


Oppe, A.P. THE DRAWINGS OF WILLIAM HOGARTH Oxford- Phaidon Press 
end Réevisod Ed. THE PAINTINGS OF MICHELANGELO Each $7.50 


This volume of Hogarth includes those drawings ascribed to Hogarth, and many 
still in question. Among the new drawings are studies for some that are famous, sketches 
made for manuscripts, designs, figure studies, etc. Much material from Hogarth's writings 
is incorporated in the Introduction. The text includes a bibliography, sales catalogues, 
and so on. Indexed. (3/24) (Bevare the buckling of the.binding. Keep under weight if 
possiblé.)....This 2nd revision of the #ichelangéelois one of the most beautiful volumes 
Phaidon Press hus issued. There are 150 superb reproductions; beautiful type face for the 
text material, introductory notes by Ludwig Goldscheider. Outsize volume- and wonderful 
value at the price. (Publ.) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday 
Lewis, W.- AMBRICA AND COSMIC MAN- from 5/5 to 6/9 


Roberts, Kenneth- I WANTED TO WRITE- from 3/10 to 4/20 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Hanson, E.P.- NEW WORLDS EMERGING- from 3/17 to 4/20 
Putnam, G.P.- HICKORY SHIRT- definite date 4/20 
Smith, C.- ATOMSK- definite date 4/22 
Farrar, Straus 
Eaton, Evelyn- THE NORTH STAR IS NEARER- from 4/18 to 5/20 
Foley & Rothberg- ds. - U.S. STORIES- price from $5.95 to $5.00 
Jackson, Shirley- THE LOTTERY- price is $2.75 
Harper 
Burns, John H.- LUCIFER WITH A BOOK- price from $3.00 to $3.50 
Coyle, David C.- DAY OF JUDGMENT- price from $2.50 to $3.00 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Short, Luke- FIDDLEFOOT- from 5/4 to 4/28 
Little, Brown 
Maltz, Albert- THE JOURNEY OF SIMON MCKEEVER- from 4/12 to 5/9 
Wight, Frederick- INNER HARBOR- price from $2.75 to $3.00 
Vichael S. Mill 
Malina, Fred=- SOME LIKE 'EM SHOT- from 3/30 to 3/16 
Morrow 
Brean, Herbert- THE DARKER THE NIGHT- from 3/16 to 3/30 
Field, Peter- THE TENDERFOOT KID- definite date 5/23 
Putnam 
Nichols, Bob- THE SHOTGUNNER- from 5/6 to 4/8 
Random House 
Sheean, Vincent- LEAD KINDLY LIGHT- Indefinitely postponed= Book of the 
Month Club reserve selection. 
Scribner 
De Liso, Oscar- GOD'S THUMB DOWN- definite date 5/2 
Dostoevski, F.M.- THB DIARY OF A WRITER- from 4/? to 5/23 
Mayberry, George=- 4d.- A LITTLE TREASURY OF AMERICAN PROSE- from 
4/2? to 5/23 
Simon & Schuster 
Berridge, Elizabeth- IT WONT BE FLOWERS- definite date 4/15 
Riggs, Bobby- TENNIS IS MY RACKET- from 4/? to 5/6 
Sprigle, Ray- IN THE LAND OF JIM CROW- from 4/? to 5/9 
Streeter, Ed- FATHER OF THE BRIDE- definite date 5/20. June Book of 
the Month Club dual selection. 
Taylor, Deems~ MUSIC TO MY EARS=- from 4/? to 5/30 
Viking 
de Jouvenel, B.- ON POWHER- definite date 5/9 
laski, H.J.- LIBERTY AND THE MODERN STATE- from 5/2 to 5/? 
Miller, Arthur- THE DEATH OF A SALESMAN~ from 3/11 to 5/18- Dual Book 
of the Month Club selection for June. 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMERAT 
Season of Awards 


The American Library Association announced the annual Newbery and Caldecott Awards for 
1949 at a dinner last month....The Boys’ Clubs of America announced their Junior Book 
Awards on March 28th...The Herald-Tribune awards will be made just before the American 
Booksellers! Association convention in May. - Use these awards as impetus for special 
displays, and tie one in with another, as prize winning books. 


We are glad that this year's Newbery and Caldecott winners are authors and artists who 
have made significant contribution over the years to juvenile literature. Our original 
reports of the books follow below. 


The Caldecott Award goes to 


Hader, Berta & Elmer Macmillan 
THE BIG SNOW $2.50 


A beautiful picture book with so slight a text that it can be ignored with the 
very little children- and used with the next step up who are themselves beginning to be 
interested in feeding the birds and animals in the winter. For that is what this book 
is about. The Haders are at their best in drawing animals and this, with forty full page 
pictures, half of them in color, has some of the best work they have done, with a fine 
decorative sense as well as recognizable pictures of the creatures of woods and fields 
preparing for winter, and watching the first signs. 


The Newbery Award goes to 


Henry, Marguerite Rand McNally 
KING OF THE WIND $2.75 


This is the almost true story of the famous ancestor of Man O’War- the Godolphin 
Arabian. Long years ago, when Louis XV was boy king of France, the cruel Sultan of Moroc- 
co wished to curry favor and sent him as a lordly gift six stallions and six stable boys. 
But the voyage and the venality of man played havoc, and the Arab thoroughbreds arrived, 
@& sorry lot, only to be scorned by the young king. Only Sham was kept, and his devoted 
groom, the dumb lad Agba. Through one frightful experience after another, Sham and Agba- 
and later the cat Grimalkin- went, but Sham kept his great heart, though his body was 
sorely mistreated; and Agba kept his love and his faith in Sham, King of the Wind. At 
long last, luck changed; they came to the stables of the Earl of Godolphin, and there by 
& foolhardy trick on Agba's part, Sham established his right to sire a great line of 
racers. The author of Misty of Chincoteague has dug her material out of historical re- 
cords, and woven the facts into a courageous story. Wesley Dennis has done superb pic- 
tures. The book will not only be popular in libraries- but is as fine a piece of mer- 
chandise as the season offers at this price. 


Winners of the Junior Book Awards are 


GREEN TREASURE by M.J.- Ross (Harper); HIGHPOCKETS by John R. Tunis (Morrow); LI LUN, 
LAD OF COURAGE by Carolyn Treffinger (Abingdon—Cokes:mry); MISTY OF CHINCOTEAGUE by 


-~176- 














April 1, 1949 Juvenile Books -177- 


Marguerite Henry; MOUNTAIN PONY AND THE PINTO.COLT by Henry V. Larom (Whittlesey); 
RANGER, SEA DOG OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED by Charles S. Strong (Winston). 


You may be interested to know that these selections were made from candidates submitted 
by the boy members of the clubs. The quality of the selections would seem to indicate 
that excellent choices can be made by children, if the challenge is put up to then. 
Sorry the number of selections precludes repeating our reports. 


Child Study Association Award — THE BIG WAVE by Pearl S.: Buck (John Day).-: 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
SURPRISE BALLOON $1.50 


Miss Brock is a disturbingly uneven writer, and this is not top drawer. A very 
slight little story for Easter, but one that has elements of entertainment for small 
children whose sense of humor runs to delight in ridiculous situations. The Easter rab- 
bit finding a balloon in the garden blows and blows, in the admiring presence of his 
friends, and when the balloon carries him up into the air the animals hang on to each ) 
other to prevent his going too high- and they all go sailing away. When the balloon bursts | 
they all coms down again. The rabbit's curiosity is very childlike, and the result- what 
a child might think up for himself. The cheerful familiarity of the author's brown and 
green drawings, and the warm yellow of the jacket and paper on board binding are appeal- 
ing. Beginning readers may be able to read the large type for themselves. (3/21) 


Barrows, Marjorie Rand McNally 
SCAMPER $.75 


Another glowing eye book - and once again I acknowledge that I am not among the 
admirers. This is, perhaps, a better text than some of the predecessors, ina tale of a 
squirrel who finds his family, his home and his winter's store of nuts gone, when the 
lumber men chop down and cart off the tree. So he follows the tracks and finds the truck, 
and while the drivers are loafing over lunch, he removes the horde to a new hole, and 
thereby wins his parents’ gratitude and respect. laminated board cover. Illustrations 
in color by Clarence Biers. Merchandise appeal. (Publ.) 





Evers, Helen & Alf Rand McNally 
CROSS PATCH $.60 


Another in a series of engaging manners and morals books for small fry. Favor- 
ites in the series include (‘opy Kitten, Sloppy Joe,etc. In pictures and text, the story 
is told of a baby lion in a zoo who was always cross and made no friends, until he dis- 
covered it didn't pay. There's almost a scanning rhythm to the text, and children love 
it read aloud. Two color- paper and board binding. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 - 8) 


Baker, Elizabeth W. Rand McNally 
SONNY-BOY SIM $1.00 


Sonny~Boy Sim and his hound-dog Homer got more fun out of chasing animals than 
the animals did out of being chased. So one day the animals decided to get the better of 
the situation - and might well have done so if Grandpappy’s fiddle hadn't charmed them 
into making friends all round instead. Somewhat adult in approach but read aloud it seems 
to gather momentum as it goes. Beguiling pictures by Susanne Suba in 2 colors. Odd 
shape- & small tall book- paper and board covers. (Publ.) 
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Jackson, Kathryn & Byron Simon & Schuster 
MOUSE'S HOUSE $1.00 



























® A Big Golden Book with twelve pages of touch-me material, a factor of more in- 

terest in the merchandising field than in the general bookshop or library. (Particularly 
as the black “fur” comes off- watch it.) Teachers and particular parents may take issue 
with the fact that the duck feathers and the kitten's fur and the dog's hair all fee! 

@like! So don’t recommend it for anything but an entertaining story, dressed up with lots 

| of pictures in gay colors by Richard Scarry. The adventures and misadventures of a pair 
of mice in search of 2 home- and of how they lost the red sock to the black kitten, the 
green pocket book to the yellow duck, the muff to the red puppy - and the goodies they had 
cooked in the doll‘'s house to the black kitten who already had their first home on his 
head. But the red puppy came to their rescue, and promised to guard the doll's house for 
them and a1] was well. Heavy board- format like The White Bunny.- (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Averill, Esther Harper 
JENNY'S MOONLIGHT ADVENTURE | $1.50 


* I think these books about Jenny, the black Greenwich Village cat are delightful, 
and the fourth in the series which started with The Cat Clubis again good fantasy, and 
an amusing story of how timid Jenny found she had courage to help a friend. Halloween is 
her night and she oan even trick the dogs of Mulligan Street. Text and pictures in unison. 
Cloth binding. Vocabulary and type for second and third year readers. (Publ.} 


FICTION FOR § - 11 


Holberg, Ruth Langland Doubleday 
ROWENA CAREY $2.50 


* Rowena is a chubby nine year old and as the youngest in a family of four girls 
she sometimes has to take a lot of criticism from older sisters. The Careys are year 
round residents of Rockport, Massachusetts, a famous summer artist colony, for whom 
Rowena feels profound contempt as “summer people”. She more than makes up for this by 
her keen interest in everyone around town,- the woman next door who keeps a boarding house, 
Mrs. Savage who has a candy store, the chief of police. Rowena goes her merry way, her 
energies focused on the horse she is saving money to buy. Other eight to ten year olds 
will enjoy her escapades, the behind-the-scenes winter activities of the small resort 
town, the community sponsored Christmas party, the town meeting. Rowena to adults will 
stand for living, healthy, growing American democracy at its best. Children will love 
her for herself, and those who live in large cities or inland will find the life ina 
seaport a new doorway, while those who live as she does in just such a community, will 
feel ™" ae is written for them. Illustrated by Grace Paull with humorous drawings in 
line. (5/5 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 





Fennimore, Stephen Doubleday 
BUSH HOLIDAY $2.50 










* Topnotch- this unusual story of life today in the great rugged openness of a 
huge ranch in Australia, a story that will win approval of adventure-minded readers on all 
counts. Martin is a right guy in every sense, quick-witted, a good sport, ready to make 
the best of whatever comes up without being a bit smart-alecky. His father was an Ameri- 
can airman, killed in the war. With his widowed mother, Martin comes to live in Austra- 
lia and has a lot to learn when he goes to visit a ranch in the bush. His success in 
establishing friendly relations with Mr. McLeod, silent, stern family friend, and Bill, 
his contemptuous, unfriendly son, and Penny, tomboy daughter, is realistically handled. 
Well-drawn minor characters enrich the story; the unusual setting, the exciting incidents 
contribute to a story that grows out of character rather than mechanics of plot. There's 
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plenty of worthwhile incidental material on Australia's wild life, too. Pictures by 
Ninon MacKnight. (4/21) 


Dutton 


Evans, Edna Hoffman 
BOB VINCENT: Veterinarian $2.50 
About as ineffectual a vocational or career story as one could imagine, in a 
field which should provide new and challenging material for boys interested in animals 
and the possibilities of a career as a veterinarian. There are good hints as to necessary 
character traits, duties, etc., but as a story it is dull reading. Bob is pretty uninter- 
esting as a person, but is crazy about animals and gets a summer job with a veterinarian. 
Much of his energy goes to combatting the town bullies, who are set on taking out their 
meanness on animals. And all ends happily when a rich and eccentric old lady, grateful 
to Bob for his care of her pets, gives him the money to go on to veterinarian school. The 
characters throughout are lay figures. Why can't we give boys interested in planning 
careers books that act their age? Ill'd. (Publ.) 


Carter, Russell Gordon lantern Press 
TEEN AGE ANIMAL STORIES Fe. $2.50 


A collection of short stories written by Russell Gordon Carter (most of this 
series consists of anthologies). The range of geographical interest is broad,- from pets 
in the city and country, to wild creatures from Alaska to the Belgian Congo, from South 
American jungles to Maine pastures. And the inclusion of variety of animals is equally 
great, dogs, cats, horses, elk, mountain sheep, cranes, a black leopard, a bear, a hip- 
poppotamus, and outlaw pets. Good stories, without the sentimentality only too character- 
istic of most animal stories. Adventure chiefly, rather than nature stories. This 
lantern Press series of short story collections sells much better than most. (4/15) 


Owen, Frank- fd. lantern Press 
TEEN AGE WINTER SPORTS STORIES $2.50 


Skiing, ice hockey, basketball, track, cross country racing are the sports about 
which this first rate collection of sports and school stories tells. Each story, in addi- 
tion to providing virtually play by play account of a specific game or contest, contains 
&® kernel of sound moral principle, character building. There is the usual roster of 
characters,- the bad sport, the smart aleck, the star who wants to solo, the runt who turns 
into a winner; there's humor and adventure, good dialogue, with authentic prep school, 
high school and undergraduate college wisecracks; there's not much about school other 
than sports, but a general feel of bull sessions and comradeship, school and team intrigue, 
and the sense of being on the inside looking out. Sure market among boys- and having been 
@ Ralph Henry Barbour fan in my early teens, I don't think the market is limited to boys. 
Among the authors are many names familiar to readers of boys' magazines,- B.J. Chute, 

John Gartner, G.M. Peterson, Charles Muller, W.T. Person, and others. Ill'd. (4/1) 





Sandberg, Harold Lantern Press 
DUNK O'MALLEY SPORTS STORIES $2.00 


Dunk was a first class rebel. A good athlete, he would have nothing to do with 
competitive, interschool sports; his only aspiration was to be champion doughnut dunker; 
he snorted at talk of school spirit. Ina series of stories, his conversion takes place, 
and in baseball, football, tennis etc. he becomes the mainstay of his school. Quite dif- 
ferent from other books in this series- but all the ingredients for a popular sports book 
with a central character and setting are here. (4/22) 
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Fictton— 12-15 





Bowen, Robert Sidney Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


PLAYER-MANAGER $2.00 


Don't let this get confused with a book by the same title, reported for the next 
@ge group on P. 182 (which is a biography of Boudreau). This is a fast-moving Big League 
baseball yarn, with a new, tingling wrinkle. Chuck lacey, who has been star catcher with 
ea Brooklyn team, is out of active playing because of a hip injury, and takes a manager's 
job. He doesn't make good because he has the owner of the ball club against him. When 
he gets tossed out he is discouraged, but eventually works a comeback as manager of an- 
other team and wins the pennant. Loose, free wheeling style, slangy, full of big deals 
and intrigues in typical sportswriter fashion, this isn't worth much as a book, but has 
an authenticity that boys who read nothing but baseball will take at a sitting. The 
ae the popular Dave Dawson stories - and the standards involved are dependable. 
Publ. 


Dean, Leon W. Rinehart 
ROYALTON RAID $2.50 


A competent historical adventure story in familiar pattern, covering the hard 
days of the American Revolution in the story of a Vermont boy and two nightmare years. 
First as a captive of Indians, then as British prisoner of war, his story is a familiar 
enough one of scalpings and punishments by the red men, the long trek into Canadian wilds, 
the: tortures of life on a@ prison isle - and yet it can still thrill boys who want yet 
more of rugged pioneer days. The escape from Canada is a well-written episode, and there 
is shock in the realization that even so-called civilized men were not above using the 
primitive methods of savages on each other. Leon Dean has written other books on this 
period and knows his territory, both historical and geographic. (4/14) 


Jones, Lloid & Juanita Westminster 
HOLIDAY MOUNTAIN $2.50 


** Three cheers- and two stars- for this one! It really has something, the best 
family story we've seen for a long time. The Campbells live in Colorado and tourists 
are their business in a district where the tourists come to fish and hunt and camp. Tom, 
the eldest, just out of high school, heads the family while Dad is in the hospital. Mom 
and David and Annette pitch in to do their share. They work things out as a team, with 
the looming problem of a loan due to be paid off the first of the year, five months to 
go in @ race between time and the Campbells’ ingenuity. They are likable, lively people, 
and the suspense is well-sustained and real, so that the reader has a personal interest 
in everyone and everything, from the people who stay in the cabins to Tom's problems when 
e blizzard snows them in for Christmas without fuel or food. We haven't enjoyed such a 
capable, laughable, self-reliant gang in many a day. It's terrific. (4/25) 


Havighurst, Marion & Walter Winston 
SONGOF THE PINES $2.50 


This Land of the Free series (edited by Erick Best) is presenting various na- 
tional cultures as they are grafted on to American soil. The material is fresh- there's 
definite supplementary reading value for schools in an almost untouched field. And the 
line-up of author names is impressive. There is danger here, however~ and this book il- 
lustrates it. Walter Havighurst knows the region of which he writes- the Wisconsin 
lumber tracts; doubtless he knows their history, their development, the people who 
settled them. But he hasn't the story-teller's gift; the story pattern is stereotyped, 
the characters two dimensional, lacking in warmth and human values. This is the story 
of a Norwegian boy, an orphan of fifteen, a blade sharpener by trade, who learns- when 
he comes to Wisconsin- to adapt his knowledge to the making of cant hooks, which prove 


‘ @ valuable innovation in American lumber camps. Pretty thin story, with rather contrived 


incidents, of value chiefly for its teaching of the contribution other nationalities have 
made to America's melting pot. Illustrated by Richard Floethe. (5/2) 
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Winston 


Robinson, Gertrude 
THE SIGN OF THE GOLDEN FISH $2.50 

Originally scheduled for last Fall, and so reported this was postponed to Spring. 
Another title in the Land of the Free series (see note on previous title), an exciting job 
of research, and for that reason an important school and library item (upper grade ele- 
mentary and junior high). Unfortunately, as in some of the others, the pace of the story 
is slow, the plot often threadbare, the language uneven in age level. But the author has 
given fresh, significant material and interesting details on the fish-curing industry on 
the coast of Maine, back in 1646 when Cornishmen settled there. The story centers around 
Chris Tobey who escaped from a Puritan-owned English vessel to join his father, and ran 
head on into the troubles that plagued the Cornishmen - Indians, Royalists, Puritans, 
their own lawless settlers, and the long arm of British control...This series is intro- 
ducing untouched material, and this is no exception. Illustrated by Frederick Chapman. 
(4/1) 

NON FICTION- 12-15 


Downey, Fairfax Scribner 
HORSES OF DESTINY $2.50 


One might almost define this as a book of famous career horses, horses that 
through the centuries have been successful in their ways. First there's Bucephalus, 
charger of Alexander the Great; then steeds of such famous people as Caesar, El Cid, 

Joan of Arc, Cortez; trick horses, a highwayman's horse, horses who founded famous lines, 
horses who played their parts in history, race horses, a fire horse, a police horse, a 
rodeo horse, and so on. True stories all, succinctly told, the emphasis on their achieve- 
ments rather than breeding or ownership. There's surprising unevenness in the quality of 
the telling - in the interest. But practically any horse book has a sure market, and 

Paul Brown's drawings guarantee the additional fan market. Not in a class with Phyllis 
Fenner's collection of fictional horse stories, florses, Horses, Horses. (See P. 59) (4/18) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Double list the following from the 12-15 section:- Page 
Fennimore, Stephen- BUSH HOLIDAY (Doubleday- $2.50) 178 
Owen, Frank-fd. - TEEN AGE WINTER SPORTS STORIES (Lantern Press- $2.50) 179 
Jones, L. & J. ~- HOLIDAY MOUNTAIN (Westminster- $2.50) 180 
Holland, Claudia Rinehart 

CENTER AISLE $2.75 


Southport, and the first families of Virginie, in a present-day portrait which 
sometimes loses track of its story but stresses centuries of graceful living and social 
snobbery of a southern small town. The decision, prompted by spite, of Celia Lathrop, 
high-handed and headstrong, to marry Tom Warren, is the pivotal point. Doubtful that 
he wants her now that he has won her, Tom turns to Cherry Keane, girl in the flower shop, 
and eventually Cherry is revealed as also a lathrop, reviving an old scandal and tragedy. 
Romance. (Full report on P. 157). (5/19) 


NON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Parker, Elinor Crowell 
COOKING FOR ONE $2.50 


Useful for the career girl - supplying the all too prevalent lack of imagination 
and initiative of the inexperienced and over-cautious young housekeeper. Practical data 
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on equipment, shopping, meal planning and recipes. The problems of quantities and economy 
and variety are squarely faced. And the menus and recipes afford ample stimulus to ap- 
petite. (Full report P. 167) (5/16) 





Brickell, Herschel- £d.,- Doubleday 
WRITERS ON WRITING $3.00 


Valuable for the aspiring writer, with pointers on techniques as well as the- 
ories, on the art and craft of writing, on style, on formula and framework. There are 
practical details on preparation of manuscript, on commercial requirements, on agents, 
on the author-publisher relationship. Fiction, short stories, poetry, juveniles, all 
types of non-fiction writing - all are represented by competent writers. (For full 
report see P. 165) (5/5) 


Hudnut, Elisabeth Ann Dutton 
YOU CAN ALWAYS TELL A FRESHMAN $2.50 


A casual (but practical) course in sprouts which will give the prospective fresh- 
man (feminine gender) an idea what to expect. Written with a sense of humor (occasionally 
too cute), and including helpful hints on everything the freshman wants or needs to know:- 
the bewilderment of the opening weeks, the room and roommate, study and exams, faculty, 
sickness and health, men, dormitory life, wardrobe, expenses and budgeting, college friend- 
ships, and the ultimate goals of four years of college. Ill'd. (Full report P. 133) (5/5) 


Marsh & Ehre- éds.- Dutton 
BEST SPORT STORIES: 1949 Hdition $3.00 


The public gets a wide choice, in an excellent collection. Baseball fans will 
like Stevens' Bearden the Lion and Corum's The Durocher Storyand They're Just Wild About 
Boudreau. There are top-ranking football stories, with Abramson's: Middle Miracle best of 
the lot. Basketball, track, horse racing, all represented with better than average. Our 
pick of the lot is John lardner's Story of Stanley Ketchel (prize fight story), with 
Stiles' The Ghost of Wembley (Decathlon). (Full report P. 131) (5/2) 


Boudreau, Lou with Fitzgerald, Ed. Little, Brown 
PLAYER-MANAGER $2.75 


One of the great ball players tells of his rise to greatness from school days, 
to all-round star at the University of Illinois, then to managing the Cleveland Indians, 
to world championship. An authentic rags to riches yarn of a youngster whose confidence, 
conceit and capabilities might have made him an objectionable young brat to old ball 
players. But he had that something that made them notice him and give him a chance- and 
he made good in a big way. (For full report see P. 166) (5/6) 


Dunnington, Lewis L. Macmillan 
SOMETHING TO STAND ON $2.50 


A collection of sermons originally preached to student congregations at the 
University of Iowa. The fundamental thesis is that many students come to college with 
antiquated conceptions of religion which are soon exploded in the classroom, leaving 
them bewildered and apt to discard religion entirely. Dr. Dunnington sets out to prove 
that many inherited beliefs need to be supplanted by new ideas not in conflict with 
modern thought. He reexamines our beliefs in phases of the Bible, Creation, sin, the 
Virgin birth, and restates them in a form acceptable to modern students. A book that 
will be useful to liberal clergymen dealing with young people- and to students themselves. 
It fills a real need. (Full report see P. 141) (4/19) 









